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conditioned by this mechanism, but object only to the
indifference shown as to the amount or extent of the
conditioning. The most exalted conception of my
spiritual nature will be poor consolation if I have to
recognise that my being here and not there in the body
at any given instant is a fact determined entirely by
mechanical considerations. (2) It is quite true that from
the point of view of mind's capacity for freedom, its nature
is the most important consideration, but whether such
freedom is an illusion or not, depends entirely on whether
it remains throughout this life of ours a mere capacity
and nothing more, or an actual energy that does work
after its own nature. But whether this is so or not
depends again on whether the exigencies of mechanism
really leave scope for it or not; a permanent possibility
of freedom is of no avail if a rigorous mechanism does all
the work in its own rigid way. From the point of view
of the free-will controversy the positive nature of mind is
therefore not the essential thing, but rather its relation to
matter and the laws of matter. (3) The question cannot
be decided from the watch-tower of spiritualistic monism,
for such spiritualism has no basis, much less a superstruc-
ture, "except in so far as it has won the ground it builds
upon from the rapacity of a theory that claims the whole
universe for its exclusive footing. And so long as that
footing is held uncontested, no amount of spiritual
complacency can avail anything.

M. Fouill^e is another soft determinist. Like Dr.
Bosanquet and others of the same convictions he has in
reserve a most valuable armoury to be used in freedom's
cause when once freedom can find ground to stand upon
and room to move in. " We are indeed children of the
Cosmos," he says,1 "yet, once brought forth and dowered
with a brain, we possess stored up within us some of the
conditions of change and movement which are found in
Nature, a share in the causality of the universe, interpret
that expression as you will ; if anything is active in this
world of ours, we too are active ; if anything that is itself

1 La Psychologic des Id&es-Forces* Introduction, p. xxiv.